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OVERVIEW
Populism, nationalism, nativism and protectionism are rising around the world and challenging conventional 
wisdom and the existing political, economic and social order. Understanding these undercurrents and their 
implications is critical to shaping future policies and avoiding problematic consequences. Think tanks have a 
key role to play in these turbulent times by shaping a constructive response to the economic and political fallout 
currently challenging the postwar economic and security architecture. The surprising success of Donald Trump in 
the Republican primaries and the Vote Leave campaign require that we collectively generate new thinking on how to 
make international organizations more effective and efficient, better address income stagnation and growing inequity, 
and develop a response to the security challenges that flow from a period marked by protracted conflicts, sustained 
instability and growing disorder in world politics.

As such, the summit will explore not only the ways in which think tanks are currently making a difference and are 
finding solutions to contemporary policy challenges, but also how they can become increasingly relevant in these 
tumultuous times. To that end, in addition to these pressing contemporary policy challenges, the 2016 Global Think 
Tank Summit will also focus on sharing the best practices for raising funds, recruiting key staff, harnessing new and 
innovative technologies and responding to increased public scrutiny and discontent.

The summit will feature keynote speakers and panels of thought leaders who will present a range of strategies and 
best practices for transforming public policy and institutions in a period of disruptive politics and increased social 
and economic turbulence. There will also be a series of breakout groups that will explore these issues in greater detail, 
attempting to draw some meaningful conclusions for future policy work. 
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AGENDA
All sessions take place at the Hotel Omni Mont-Royal (1050 Sherbrooke St. W.) unless otherwise noted.

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

15:30	 WELCOMING REMARKS	

16:00–17:30	 OPENING PLENARY SESSION

The Rise of Populism, Nationalism, Nativism and Protectionism and Their 
Impacts on Politics and Public Policy
A dynamic panel of journalists and senior policy makers will explore the central themes of the 
summit. These panellists shape elite and popular opinion; wrestle with global policy issues on a 
daily basis; and understand the rise of, and challenges to, a globalized world order.

18:15	 OPENING RECEPTION, FOLLOWED BY DINNER (OFF-SITE)	

19:15	 KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, CANADA

The Power of Inclusion
The Honourable Stéphane Dion, Minister of Foreign Affairs, will explore some of the key current 
foreign policy challenges and discuss how think tanks can help policy makers and the public 
understand and respond to policy challenges at the regional and global levels.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

7:30–8:30	 INFORMAL NETWORKING BREAKFAST	

8:30–9:00	 THE GLOBAL THINK TANK COMMUNITY: THE ROLE OF NATIONAL,  
	 REGIONAL AND GLOBAL NETWORKS	

9:00–10:30	 PLENARY SESSION II	

Responding to Globalization and Its Discontents: Bridging the Gap Between 
Think Tanks, Politics and the Public
Most think tanks did not anticipate or fully understand the issues driving the Brexit vote or the 
popular support for it. Think tanks, journalists and political pundits also failed to predict the rise 
of Bernie Sanders and Donald Trump and the issues and policy proposals that have since come 
to define the 2016 US presidential campaign. These disruptive candidates and movements pose a 
clear challenge to conventional thinking and politics and a clear threat to global institutions and 
global governance. What is not clear is the response that think tanks will — or should — take and 
how to address the discontent driving populist movements around the globe. 
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10:30–10:45	 HEALTH BREAK	

10:45–12:30	 PLENARY SESSION III	

Using Technology and Strategic Communications to Effectively Engage Policy 
Makers and the Public
In the digital environment it now seems that almost everyone has an opinion on almost 
everything. In an era of information dominance, how do think tanks maintain their position as 
trusted sources of analytical rigour, research acumen and policy expertise? How do think tanks, 
usually somewhat formal and hierarchical institutions, best engage in a new media space that 
thrives on nimble organizations? 

12:30–14:00	 LUNCHEON AND KEYNOTE ADDRESS	

A Post-truth World? The Crisis of Trust and Democracy Today
Kenote Address: Gillian Tett, US Managing Editor, Financial Times

14:15–15:15	 BREAKOUT SESSION ONE 

Policy Challenges 
I. FREE TRADE, DEAD OR ALIVE? ECONOMIC NATIONALISM VS. ECONOMIC 			 
INTERNATIONALISM

II. WAVES, WALLS AND WORKABLE SOLUTIONS: MEETING THE CHALLENGE POSED  
BY THE REFUGEE AND MIGRATION CRISIS

Organizational Challenges
III. IF YOU AREN’T PART OF THE SOLUTION, YOU ARE PART OF THE PROBLEM; OR, 
WHY QUALITY, INDEPENDENCE AND INTEGRITY MATTER	

IV. BIG IDEAS, BIG DATA & SMALL TWEETS: THINK TANKS, TECHNOLOGY AND POLICY 
ADVICE 

15:15–15:30	 HEALTH BREAK	
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15:30–16:30	 BREAKOUT SESSION TWO

Policy Challenges 
I.  ECONOMIC INEQUALITY AND THE RIP CURRENTS OF NATIONAL, REGIONAL AND 
GLOBAL POPULISM

II. DOES POPULISM SIGNAL THE END OF GLOBAL GOVERNANCE AND 
INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS OR A NEW BEGINNING?	

Organizational Challenges 
III. TRANSFORMING POLICIES AND PERCEPTIONS IN THE FACE OF INCREASED 
PUBLIC SCRUTINY

IV. BEST PRACTICES FOR RECRUITING AND RETAINING THINK TANK SCHOLARS AND 
EXECUTIVES

16:30–17:00	 BREAKOUT SESSION — CHAIR REPORTS AND DISCUSSION	
	
17:15–22:35	 RECEPTION AND DINNER (OFF-SITE)

Standing Up for the Power of Ideas
Kenote Address: Nicolas Véron, Senior Fellow, Bruegel, and Visiting Fellow, Peterson Institute for 
International Economics

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

7:30–9:00 	 INFORMAL NETWORKING BREAKFAST	

9:00–9:30	 KEYNOTE ADDRESS	

Income Inequality in Advanced Economies: The Social and Economic Impact 
of a Generation Growing Up Poorer Than Their Parents
Keynote Address: Anu Madgavkar, Partner, McKinsey Global Institute (Mumbai)
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9:30–10:30	 PLENARY SESSION IV

The Need for Think Tanks to Innovate: Catalysts for Ideas, Innovation  
and Action
The session is intended to demonstrate how think tanks are responding to the article in The 
Washington Post — “Think Tanks Must Innovate or Die” — with a specific focus on policy 
innovation and impact. A shortage of core funding support and the growth of an information-rich 
environment require think tanks to be innovative and deft. This panel will examine how think 
tanks are delivering innovative policies, programs and policy advice in the face of a changing 
operating environment. 

10:30–10:45	 HEALTH BREAK	

10:45–12:00	 PLENARY SESSION V	

A closing panel on ideas and conclusions generated by the summit. 

12:00–12:30	 CONCLUSIONS AND CLOSING REMARKS — SUMMIT ORGANIZERS

12:30	 CLOSING LUNCH	


