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Relevant UNESCO Conventions concerning the 
protection of the cultural diversity

• The 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection of the World 
Cultural and Natural Heritage

• The 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage

• The 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions



Culture 

Tangible 
Heritage

Intangible 
Heritage

Cultural Heritage
(monuments, groups of buildings 
and sites)

Natural Heritage
(Natural features, 
Geological and 
physiographical formations, 
natural sites)

- Oral traditions and expressions 
(including language)

- Performing arts
- Social practices, rituals and 

festive events
- Knowledge and practices 

concerning nature and the 
universe

- Traditional craftsmanship

Cultural 
expressions Cultural goods, 

services and 
activities



Cultural Rights

« the rights, freedoms and responsibilities of a person,
alone or in common, to choose and express one's
identity, and to access cultural references and cultural
resources which are necessary for its identification
process » (Observatoire de la diversité et des droits culturels,
2009)

Universal Declaration
of Human Right (1948)

International 
Covenant on 
Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights
(1966)

International 
Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights
(1966)



In the case of indigenous peoples, the CULTURAL RIGHTS

refer to the rights to respect their particular way of life

associated with the use of land resources (General

Comment 21 para 7 of the Human Rights Committee,1994)



The Cultural Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
According to UNDRIP 

ARTICLE 11 The right to practise and revitalize their cultural traditions 
and customs 

ARTICLE 12 The right to manifest, practise, develop and teach their
spiritual and religious traditions, customs and ceremonies

ARTICLE 13 The right to revitalize, use, develop and transmit to future 
generations their histories, languages, oral traditions

ARTICLE 31 The right to maintain, control, protect and develop their
cultural heritage, traditional knowledge and traditional
expressions



THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE CULTURAL RIGHTS OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES

Principle of Self-
determination of 
indigenous peoples

Inextricable link between
Nature and Culture 





QUESTION

Does Canada effectively implement the rights of 

indigenous peoples while safeguarding and protecting

heritage and cultural expressions in compliance with

UNESCO Conventions?









?



The Katajjaniq
(Inuit throat

singing)



What could be improved by Canada in order to effectively

implement the cultural rights of indigenous peoples?



Thank you
caecilia.alexandre.1@ulaval.ca
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